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Cuti-Cuti Malaysia:

Rediscovering Historic George Town

BY DAVID BOWDEN

hile | usasally carry
a1 map on my
Iravels ﬂu.lrwl':l:lpy.
e 4an s hanc
held device) |
prre=fier o just wandier srosnd some
destimations with no preconosived
plun. George Town is oone such place,
and while [ have been o Penang mary
tirmees and ;ﬂwu’y: rn'ruyed my e oo
the: whiand, 1T am hagspiest juest hitting the
streels and, invariably, petting lost®
I 2008, George Town am] Meldo
attined joint UNESCO Wordd Heritage
statues (istoric Sibes of the Strits of
Madaceaband both then took an s
mwerwr hezine of Life with the impeertant
UNESC inseription. Geonge Towmn
bizs readly taken its heritage 1o heard 1o
ensure that it is mow ome of the most
ewcitivm and vilsrant o destimaticse
in the region. With domestic
dhestiniatioees providing the: only travel
opstians for moow, rmany Molaysioons ane
redincovering all the many enjoyshle
prlaoes fo vieal i I|'|L'1|:auntry.1:l i e
cars, enploring them for the firs e
Of course, Penang is well-known o
el resichends in Mut.'r,.':i;t. but theres
sor muiachs mmosre om offer bere than just
great street food. As has hapgeemed
elsenahere in the world, things changed
for the: better with the UNTSCO seal of
approval. Touwrssl numbers increased
and thee Jocals realsed that heritage
meant money and that the dilspidated
and abandened buildings had valse
Geeorge Tinwr is mow very masch o work
in progress as refurbishments and
remvvations are in place at maery sites
that were e derelict.
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A ot oiibieng ey e of Dla: owarny (Rwinssas borgsiss n Cronnigge Towe

IN THE ZOME

The UNESCO core heritge zoome
imw:lusdess rmary histori Bugdings amd
guarankees thal al e the oginal
fagades of whit ane in many cieses

dierelict buildings are to be preserosd.
Ohd shophowses have been convered
imden ool o reshruranis, unky

hurs, amd e

subsbsntive bualdi

il ovathels wi

e

are

learse on like a5 boutigue hotels and

fuesthoaeses.
Wheen Chin

arrived in Penang they soughl

e 1T

apramis

R e —

ding a mew

im clan or fmily houses (colled komgs:).
which assested with the immigrangs

setiling in. Purt defensie and part
cultural, these enclaves inclede
terraced howeses, a ceninel souans,
amd i bermple. Khoo Kongsi s the best
preserved clan bouse within a Erge
exiended family compound

Asl wandered. | discovered o
varicty of herlage rsdes <@l being
wrarried oub, it s poesiblbe to see
signboard carvers, cellipraphers, rattan
wenvers, Myooyas beaded shoemakers
{Penang- borm Jimmy Choo learned
hizs trsde hered. and songhok makers
amuong a bost of oter old redes. Thes:
activities are still being done by mostly

older people who are wamlly semsitne
b wisiibors thinesting camesras in their

Eziee withuoat asking. Fowever, show

s mberest in what they are doing
ard omly then are they hapgay to pose
boar your photographs.

ART ¥5 GRAFFATI

O of the excrting strect-bront
activities has breen (he instaBation of
imberuetive art amd wncgue wrought ron

ares with anecdotil deseriptions
of the varimas historic locatins

Thes street art of Lithuanian-born
artist Ernest Zachanevic

LA

5 injeched
remewed vigour info many historic
spices. The thing that is fascinating =
jusst duerwr reniach bourids lowe inderacting

with these pieces of art, with mumerous
selfies being put on social media o
penerabe even grester fourism appeal
bar Penang.

Arrnenian Stres is the forus for
ity bourisis, and one of the most

vz ol then meeal B pircs of stvesd ant is Prmang

wisualby exciing arl pieces is o wall
miunted antigue bicpcle with bao
children painted onto the wall Around
the curmer. there is a motorbike. which
imcerporates ot and an sctual bi

Other |;ug!:r than-life works are found
throughout the heritage zone and Gan
ber bocasbed wesing o barochare prochsced
by the toerrisen authorities.

FROM HAWKER FOOD TO HAUTE
CUISINE

Penung offers almost every culinany

sty on the planet, mnging from
simple bl misty howker dishes, o
plobal cukions and wines. Penangs
hinwekeer food. esgecially thal served
aﬂung the: CHMET - hirwcker precinc on
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Casbaz i1 (ot Humisn

Gurmtsy Dirive, is well docurmnented. and
wsefid fowrsm brochures can gusde the
it
Horwever, it is the new wave
of diming thal has captured the
maginalion, especially with poung
visitors. many of whom arne just
s happy sipping on a cheeky
Marfborough Pinol Maoir as a fefr farik
China House sets the berahemark
that oihers amm o emulate. The

e

7o THE CINCULAR = SEF 2820

Flalla wacwwrg, Caargs: Towe.

resdaurant b gallooy hakenylshop
Garad Lives miasic vemase

SERCEWILS AT
three heritape shophouses between
Bemach and Vietoris Sireets and it is
the: place you can =il in from breakias
o lade evening and enjoy #s modern
Aumtratian -styhe food, deeamy selection
of cukiew, vinkage wines, cresmy e
ereanms, arl displays, and lve masic on
murd nighits of the week

Farguibars Bar at the ESO 1iobel

dilivers cokuvial ambiamce and
Empressive Skrais of Malsoos views.
The: bserrman indoermesd mae that the
beverage of chose from e colonil
stergal (3 hall shot of
wihizskoy with soda and ic
1 asrdered e while relaxin

raturally
i a Large
raftan hounge (purely for ressrch

prurpuses, you understand). The six
star hobel] wsed o boesd that Fargqubars
wiars (e firest bar. i the et hoiel
eand of the Suer Canal and | wondered
sl aurryithing fo

i =sch @ clai

trvellers these days (The Soez Canal™
rraaryy womaled s =¥y

There are sl funboy bars and
guirky cofi
chooese. For coffes amd snacks, wek
oal funk Cale, The Teecbee Cups
Mol Caféand Pk Nik Cafe. Afier
dark. dacover boer b i Mish
Manch, Canteen. and C & | Alsboma
Shake Lowe Lane m very popular with

shope from which o

youny brrvellers and o good place
o stari enjoying somme alier-dark
ool happy hour bevwrrages. If youne

sy for antve ol the b specialty
shesps in Coorge Townh along these
limee=, mersrwrhile, check oart Drom &
Leeaf, pusrveyors of whiskes, gins, fine
cigars. and even luxury chooslates amd

Carviars, oo

MSCOVERING GEORGE TOWN
There are aliernatives aperd Brorm
wralking,. and with a free. hop-on buos

that siope ot =everal locations i George
Towt il a grest way o gl crenied in

air-condhioned cormiort oo buses thal
dhepuart fr Fengkalan Wield

Parts of dorsrnibowm Ceorge Town ane

rerw car free oo Sundays from Fam o
I Becycle hine = booming and thene
are abun martrobilos svailible from
stansds borated arcwnd the heritags
precinct. Alternatieely, hine a trinhaw
o a slow meanader through the

sireets and sovmee lively palter inoom the

risho - rier

ACCOMMODATION: FROM GRAND
TO DUNRKY

Penangs repuvenabiosn has wilnessed

the: opening of mamy new haot wilh
the meet stykizh being rerovations

ared comverrsions of shophsiees
inbo boutique properies. Landmark
heritage correersaons bo hotels inchede
Thee By, | hotel Penoga: Yeng Keng
Hhosted, sred Cheeong Falll Tee Mar
Penang s Fastern and Orienilal
Thosted CESeOH s Malwysios ondy grand
hevitage hobel. onoe an essential shop

A

lor sralaring irrvellers on Asias grand
Iour, the B0 continues a Irsdhition

Sk oy of Pue ELD Hutel

off heespitality thal dates bock 1o 1885
Thar hote] wess buill by thee thres
Sarkies Brothers who hailed from
Armeniz, and who were responsible
for opening Smpapore’s Raffles
wise] Thee Strand in Rangoon (now
Yangonl. Despile several renowations
(35 :ud.nﬂ the bncorpaorakion of maderm
corrswnierces, parts of the bobtel retain
et of s original charm

Mo i an gusoed o T as oy
b cunts-cutd Malyysis and rediscover
the abwndant culinsry and beritags
peazunes of Ceorge Town, Lhe beart of
Fenang,

Erdraence o Vi oy Hiotal
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